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the tap being closed again when the characteristic sound  in-
dicates that steam alone is escaping.

Steaming, with periodical removal of the fat, is continued
until a sample of the effluent liquid shows that no more fat
is exuding. The liquid in the steamer is then expelled by
the steam, the steam pipe I) closed and the outlet A opened,
whereupon the steam is turned on again forcing the greater
part of the charge of bones out through A, an operation greatly
facilitated when the perforated false bottom S is arranged to
slope well forward. The liquids obtained from the steamer
consist of melted fat and it fair!}' concentrated solution of glue,
retaining a large proportion of fat. To separate these con-
stituents the liquor is rim into a steam-jacketed metal cylinder,
the current of steam brim;-regulated to produce sufficient heat
tn keep UK: glue liquor rather fluid, so that, on standing, all
the contained globules of fat are enabled to rise to the surface.
When the separation is complete the fat is run off through a
tap at. the side of the cylinder and the glue liquor immediately
drawn off through a valve in the* conical bottom of the vessel
to the concentrating pans. The glue liquor being always
fairly rich, it is advisable to work it up into glue in the factory,
since, even if the resulting product be of somewhat low quality,
the loss of valuable material sustained by the bone meal or
honeblack is to some extent Compensated for by its recovery.
It is somewhat difficult, in the type of steamer described, to
heat the mass quite uniformly, consequently the extraction of
the fat occupies rather a long time, which results in a large
amount of cartilaginous substance being converted into glue.

This may be remedied by an improved method of con-
struction, wherein the steam pipe does not debouch into the
top of the steamer but is modified in order to secure the better
distribution of the steam through the charge of bones.    The
(Fig. 71) is in this         extended to the centre of
and then            downward in the direction of the,*

- 1                                                 .    4